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of the Slovak emigration in the U.S.A., that is, with American citizens who hardly themselves intended to return to Europe but who had developed, in the atmosphere of American constitutionalism and constitutional dogma, some ideas on what they considered right for an idealised Fatherland. The reader who has had some experience of contemporary " blue prints ", especially amongst more or less glorified refugees, will hardly need to~be told that the constitutional plan of the Pittsburg Slovaks was federalist, and that it was very nice indeed, provided only that it would work in Slovakia.
Masaryk, in order to win the support of this somewhat influential section of American public opinion, agreed to a document * containing promises which, if they were unfulfilled, would help to undermine the new state. It would have been easier to accept the demand which the priest who led the Slovak autonomists, Father Hlinka, 'made at home for Provincial autonomy.1 But that autonomy, in Slovakia, would have implied the predominance not only of Clericals, who had shortly before been supporters of a modified Hapsburg rule (Left-wing Socialism being the only alternative which had any chance in an autonomous Slovakia), but also of people who were always ready to appeal to outside support against Czech solutions which they considered insufficient.2 Such support was, indeed, sought by Hlinka and his followers not only from the Allies, but even from the Hungarians, their former oppressors, especially after Lord Rothermere's revisionist campaign had begun.3 Such a state of things made the Czechs somewhat suspicious of any proposals for Slovak autonomy as endangering not only the progressive policies which the Czech majority preferred, but even the external security of the Republic*
In consequence, the Czechs preferred a centralised administration, based on semi-autonomous 2upas (counties) both in Slovakia and in the former Austrian Czech Provinces.4 The possibility of using County autonomy as an instrument for solving the highly complicated Czech-German issues in Bohemia was suggested by historical development within the former Monarchy. Within Slovakia, County autonomy might enable the differences between Left and Right, Catholics and Protestants, to be politically expressed. Unless the Slovak majority aimed at
1 See HodZa, op. ctt.9 p. 88.                     * ibid., p. 91.
* Macartney, <$. at, igsy, pp. in and 132 ff.
* The Zupas were, in fact, organised only in Slovakia.